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Make 1t a bridge to magnificence

THE WORLD'S BEST AND BRIGHTEST should be invited to make the Champlain replacement span a monument for the 21st century
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nce in a generation there

may come to a fortunate
people a magnificent oppor-
tunity.

Today we Quebecers have
an unparalleled chance to
build a new structure that
will astonish the world.

We have the opportunity
to bring forth a new symbol
of the Quebec and Canadian
nations and of the wonderful
metropolis of Montreal and
its region: a spectacular, icon-
ic new gateway to link Mont-
real to the rest of the world,
a structure that, through in-
spired design, state-of-the-art
technology, brilliant execu-
tion and sheer beauty, will
be our equivalent to the Eif-
fel Tower, the Sydney Opera
House and the Statue of Liber-
ty A structure that will drive
Montreal’s strength for busi-
ness and industry, academia,
the arts, and residential and
commercial real estate.

The 60-year-old Champlain
Bridge mustbereplaced. This
is anecessity Soletusmakea
great virtue of this great ne-
cessity. Let us conceive and
build a new bridge that will
make our hearts swell with
pride.

As Beijing did for its extra-
ordinary “Bird’s Nest” Olym-

pic Stadium, as Sydney did
for its Opera House, which
stands as cone of the great
architectural monuments of
the world, let us begin by sta-
ging an international com-
petition to design the finest
and most modern bridge on
Earth, a monument to the
Quebec of the 21st century.

Let us invite the world’s
bestarchitects, engineers and
technologists (many of whom
are in Quebec) to submit to a
jury of their peers their most
inspiring ideas and concepts.

A similar competition was
held for New York’s World
Trade Centre Transportation
Hub, designed by renowned
Spanish architectural engin-
eer Santiago Calatrava. OQur
own much-admired Place
Ville Marie, designed by I.M.
Pei, initiated the renewal of
Montreal’s entire downtown
business district. A mag-
nificent multi-functional
new bridge will do the same
for the Bonaventure and
Griffintown districts, as well
as for the entire South Shore.

Let’s advertise ourselves to
the world with a monument
that ranks with the world’s
great ones. Let’'s make it Que-
bec’s greatest and most prof-
itable attraction.

It can also be a showcase
for clean, green electricity. It
should produce its own elec-
tricity with wind and water
turbines that can make it a
spectacular lighted monu-
ment every night of the year,
using energy-saving LED
lights. Light shows created
by the world’s leading light-
ing artists would attract mil-
lions of tourists every year.
And this same electricity
could heat the roadbed of the

bridge to keep it free of snow
and ice in winter.

Like the Golden Gate Bridge
in San Francisco and the Gug-
genheim Museum in Bilbao,
our new bridge will bring
profit and renown to our city,
which will be worth billions
of dollars to businesses and
real estate. Whatever its cost,
the Golden Gate has proved to
be San Francisco’s most prof-
itable investment.

In 2017 Montreal celebrates

the 375th anniversary of its
founding by de Maisonneuve
in 1642, while we also mark
150 years since Confedera-
tion in 1867, Let us make our
inspiring new bridge our pro-
ject for these twin anniver-
saries.

We urge our fellow Mont-
realers, Quebecers and Can-
adians to share this exciting
vision.

We must bring together all
interested parties. Ottawa
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San Francisco has its Colden Gate Bridge, New York the Statue of Liberty, Sydney its Opera House and Beijing its extra-
ordinary "Bird's Nest” Olympic Stadium. In replacing the Champlain Bridge, we have the opportunity to build something
that will be at least as beautiful and iconic, and that will bring prosperity and renown to Montreal.

and Quebec, municipal gov-
ernments on both sides of the
St. Lawrence River, business,
labour, and leaders in archi-
tecture and urban design
must join hands.

Let usbuild an iconic strue-
ture that will become a posi-
tive, inspirational symbol for
our city and our province -
and that will be our stunning
new gateway to the world.

This opportunity will not
come agailn.



